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BILL FOR ABC BOARD & STAFF DIRECTOR - FABC POSITION 
Result of our hard work getting closer to fruition! (Vic media releases re Bill attached.) 

Am presently consulting with an academic qualified and respected in area of governance and others with relevant experience, so can consider if we shd seek any amendments to improve Bill.  

Clearly, it is best if FABC is speaking as one on whether or not Bill shd be amended and, if so, how.
If your FABC wants to work together on this matter to see if we can reach an agreed national FABC position, let me know asap. When it is ready, I will then circulate info to consider to those FABCs.

However, even for FABCs without interest to attempt national position, wld appreciate hearing from your FABC asap on any amendments it believes are needed, so that we can consider these too. 

FABC needs to move quickly in finalising its position, not only so ready when Bill goes to Senate next year, but so Vic can move to next necessary step of detail in its lobbying of Senator Fielding. Greens support essential elements of Bill and Xenophon committed himself too in writing prior to election. V slim chance that Barnaby Joyce wld cross floor on this went with his appoint to Ministry. (Tho think still useful for FABC Qld to meet him.) So Fielding's vote will be critical to carry or sink this legislation.

If anyone wants more info/to discuss what happening, pls call me.

FABC VIC N'LETTER
Vic posts hard copy to FABC c'ttees in each state, but for those who have not seen, FABC's Spring n'letter is avail at www.fabc.org.au/vic/links/newsletter/news_31_spring_2009.pdf
CORRECTION OF FALSE CLAIM ON FABC NSW WEBSITE

Alongside a Sun-Herald article in which I am quoted in opposition to Play School performances in venues with gambling and alcohol, on FABC NSW website, NSW President Mal Hewittson claims: “Glenys Stradijot purports to speak for Friends of the ABC", when in fact she represents only Victoria."

It shd be clear to anyone who read Vic's media release on Play School matter and the Sun-Herald's article, including Mal, that Sun-Herald has simply quoted from Vic's media release which clearly identifies me as speaking for FABC Vic. 

Am no longer surprised by Mal's misrepresentations. But they are also damaging to FABC. On this occasion, force of his words has resulted in several people outside FABC who take professional interest in NSW gaming industry, asking me if FABC NSW receives support (financial or in-kind) from it.  

PLAY SCHOOL IN LICENCED CLUBS - ABC'S THE 7.30 REPORT 
Those with an interest in matter of ABC Play School concerts in licensed clubs, may be interested in report of ABC 7.30 Report on training of new generation of gamblers in which brief mention was made of that matter. www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2009/s2733538.htm
SOME RECENT FABC VIC ACTIVITIES
Chris Masters address to AGM 11 Dec - 'Investigative journalism: Why we need it. Why it is endangered' 
CM's interesting address to Vic AGM now avail to read on www.fabc.org.au Other FABC's welcome to contact me if want to use in their n'letters after Vic n'letter published (prob late Feb/early Mar next year).  Vic may do edited version for its n'letter that cld suit some other FABC's more.

FABC Travelling Exhibition on ABC - Launch 15 Dec at Federation Square 
Vic's little launch of 'The ABC - It's OURS, It's INDEPENDENT and it's FREE' generated some publicity,  and exhibit remains on display at Federation Square until end of year. ABC staff supportive as always - presenter of Vic's Stateline launched, but ABC has declined to display exhibit on ABC premises.
Formal launch was a little late in coming - exhibit has already been in much demand for libraries, art festivals etc.

FABC OFFICE XMAS CLOSURE
FABC office will be closed from 23 Dec and reopen 27 Jan 2010. When not home, I can be contacted on mobile.

Best to all and your families for festive season and to FABCs for their good works in 2010.

ATTACHMENTS

. 
FABC mr ‘Govt Moves on ABC Board Supported by FABC’ 29.10.09  

.  
FABC mr ‘No Merger of ABC International Services without Independence Guaranteed’ 5.11.09


This mr reflects change in Vic position on a key matter.  While continue to believe best interests of international radio are more likely to be in it being maintained as a separate service (because radio inevitably ends up poor cousin of tv when it comes to internal resources and influence), external factors are now at point where believe it wld be more damaging to ABC and its international b'casting for FABC to oppose in all circumstances a merger of RA with TV.
If anyone has interest in and wants further explanation, pls call and will explain.
 

. 
FABC mr  ‘Coalition Still Wants to Stack ABC Board’ 17.11.09


Coalition remains vehemently opposed to staff director and interest is to vote for Bill only with amendment that compromises its integrity. So, because what little positive in Coalition's public position is only window dressing so Coalition doesn't look totally unreasonable,  decided no point to give it any credibility in Vic's media response.  

. 
FABC lte AFR ‘An ABC Accessible to All’ (re Mark Latham article, AFR 26.11.09) 27.11.09


I know, who listens to Mark Latham anyway!

.
FABC lte Crikey 'Friends of the ABC - a Problem for Bernard Keane (re Crikey article 16 Dec)' 


Matters in BK's article re process of lobbying govt, tho not entirely accurate, not new to FABC Vic. Already knowing shortcomings of bulk emails in lobbying, it is matter Vic has raised in discussions with other FABCs and Vic only campaigns this way in few instances.


On another aspect of BK's article, style and regularity of BK's attacks on FABC look to be effort to damage FABC credibility. Possibly his motive is political, given his job in times of Howard Govt's politicised snr public service. But as FABC has greater cause to complain about role BK played those times of Howard govt keen to withhold info unhelpful to it, than BK has to complain about FABC, it may be BK sensitive to FABC being in position to question his representation of himself these days as an impartial journalist who supports open govt.

Until now, because of position of power he is in to do more damage (writing for a prominent media outlet), and because don’t want to let him divert us from what shd be our focus, have resisted attacking him and just responded to his factual inaccuracies and misrepresentations on some occasions.
But tht this time, shd go a little further!














