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To All Members:

We are declining steadily in membership and need all members to encourage friends and relatives to join up and support our endeavours to maintain an independent and well funded ABC.  Current issue at the moment is the tendering of the Australia Network and the possibility that Sky News could win the contract. 
We especially need younger members and encourage all members to give gift membership to their children and grandchildren for birthdays or Christmas.  This will raise their awareness that the ABC as they know and love it may change for the worse if they don’t raise their voice and support the FABC in it endeavours.

Attached is a membership form.
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Spring 2011 Local Update





 AGM Sunday 6th November at 2 pm (Refer Page 3) 








FABC MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL 


Dear Friend – your membership has either expired or is about to expire, (Expiry date is on the address sticker on your Newsletter).  Your support is vital in our continuing campaign for a strong and independent ABC.  Increasing our membership is also important to maintain our effectiveness.  Please consider a gift membership for a friend, relative or colleague who shares your appreciation of the ABC.





Family $30  ________  Family Conc.  $20  ________  Single $20  ________  Concession  $15  ________





Last Name:  ______________________________  First Name:  ____________________ Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr





Address:  _______________________________________________________ Post Code: ___________





Email Address:  __________________________________________  Tel:  ________________________





Please send a gift to:





Last Name:  ________________________________  First Name:  ____________________  Mr/Mrs/Ms/Dr





Address:  ________________________________________________________    Post Code:  ___________





Email Address:  ____________________________________________ Tel:  _______________________





Post this form with payment to The Membership Officer, FABC(WA), PO Box 534, SUBIACO  WA  6904. 


OR  use Electronic Banking:  Bank:  Bendigo Bank, BSB: 633000, Account Number: 120322847.











Payment of Membership Using the Internet


 For members wishing to renew their membership over the Internet the details for our bank account into which to pay your Membership Renewal are:


Bank:		Bendigo Bank


BSB Number:	633000


Account Number:	120322847


 


Please let us know if you are having problems by Emailing us at fabcwa@hotmail.com.


John Smith  (Treasurer FABCWA)


 











Synopsis of Submission to the Inquiry into recent ABCprogramming decisions of the 


Senate Environment and Communications References Committee for


Friends of the ABC NSW, Qld, Tas, Vic & WA September 2011





Introduction


In regard to recent ABC television program decisions, FABC is concerned about both the nature of the changes and the context in which they are occurring. The changes are a marker of a fundamental change that is taking place in the essential character of Australia’s National Broadcaster. The ABC is moving in some areas to operate in a manner and broadcast content that is more akin to commercial broadcasters. Outside of news and current affairs, the ABC’s main television station appears to be favouring light-weight programs whose value is measured by predictions of audience numbers, over programming of cultural value or intellectual integrity. ABC television is being transformed from an independent producer of television programs into a platform for the private sector. It looks to be abandoning the public broadcaster’s responsibility to be a truly national broadcaster which reflects the diversity of voices and interests across the country.





Many programs are produced with later sales to commercial and possibly overseas companies in mind at the outset. Outsourced programs are frequently made by the same production companies that make programs for commercial broadcasters. Friends of the ABC has viewed with dismay the ABC's shedding of many talented creative and technical staff who have produced programs that delighted and informed ABC TV audiences. They have been forced to leave, having been informed by the ABC that if they wished to pitch ideas for or make programs, they would need to move to the private production sector. We have seen specialist ABC production units disbanded, such as the ABC’s acclaimed Natural History Unit in 2007. TV production has been scaled down to the point where no Australian drama and documentaries are produced in-house. Cuts have decimated arts production. 





Summary of concerns:





Skilled staff with public broadcasting ethos lost.


Centralisation and diversity lost.


Advocates for ABC Charter lost.


Localism lost.


Innovation lost.


Independence risked.


Financial cost of outsourcing.


Australian History & Income Lost.


Risk of Corruption.


ABC independence undermined.





Recommendations from Friends of the ABC to the ABC.





Note: It is important in all instances that the ABC’s independence is upheld, not only from commercial influence but also from government. Accordingly, these are recommendations that FABC makes to the ABC on the public record. It does not seek government interference in the ABC’s day-to-day operations.





The ABC Board clarify and articulate to the community its vision for the ABC.





Specialist program units for all genres of ABC programming be rebuilt, with those units being responsible for the production of programs internally, the commissioning of programs and the purchase external programs.





 The ABC’s production capacity be rebuilt so that the public broadcaster produces in-house the majority of its local programs in all program genres, and with all local news and current affairs continuing to be produced in-house.





ABC programming be determined on the basis of cultural and intellectual integrity, not a perception that a program will rate well or that a program is saleable after it screens on the ABC; and the ABC’s television schedule to include programs that reflect the diversity of interests in the community.  





(Acknowledgement to Glenys Stradijot, FABC Victoria). 











 





 Nomination Form for the Committee of the Friends of the ABC (WA) Inc. 2011 AGM





Nominations can only be accepted from financial members, or a member whose membership is overdue by no more than three (3) months.  You will require two financial members of the FABCWA to propose and second your nomination.  If you wish to nominate but do not have other financial members for these tasks , please contact Meg Durston on 9386 9360 or 0427 001 793 or �HYPERLINK "http://mail.live.com/?rru=compose%3faction%3dcompose%26to%3dmegdurston%40amnet.net.au&ru=http%3a%2f%2fprofile.live.com%2fcid-d34b306b9054181e%2fdetails%2f%3fContactId%3dd7b5a665-da08-41f5-a095-5efb13fbe567%26ru%3dhttp%253A%252F%252Fco124w.col124.mail.live.com%252Fmail%252FContactMainLight.aspx%253FContactFilter%253D12%2526n%253D1999213705" \o "megdurston@amnet.net.au"�megdurston@amnet.net.au�.  Please print all names.





I   ________________________________  Signature  __________________________


					            (Name of Proposer)


Nominate       ___________________________________________


			(Name of Nominee)


For the position of (Please Circle)


President / Vice President / Secretary / Treasurer / Membership Officer / Committee Member


Seconded:   ___________________________   Signature  ___________________________





Accepted:    ______________________________


			(Signature of Nominee)





Nominations must be returned to:


Nominations FABCWA,  PO Box 534,  Subiaco  WA  6904 by 23 October 2011.





Enquiries to Meg Durston on 9386 9360 or 0427 001 793 or �HYPERLINK "http://mail.live.com/?rru=compose%3faction%3dcompose%26to%3dmegdurston%40amnet.net.au&ru=http%3a%2f%2fprofile.live.com%2fcid-d34b306b9054181e%2fdetails%2f%3fContactId%3dd7b5a665-da08-41f5-a095-5efb13fbe567%26ru%3dhttp%253A%252F%252Fco124w.col124.mail.live.com%252Fmail%252FContactMainLight.aspx%253FContactFilter%253D12%2526n%253D1999213705" \o "megdurston@amnet.net.au"�megdurston@amnet.net.au�








Friends of the ABC (WA)  Inc. Annual General Meeting





The FABCWA will hold its AGM on Sunday, 6th November at 2 pm.





The venue is the Inglewood Community Centre, 895 Beaufort St, Inglewood


(between Ninth Ave. & Tenth Ave)





Please give serious consideration to supporting the FABCWA by electing to come onto the committee to help us in our endeavours in maintaining a vibrant, well financed and independent ABC.  Our current  committee only has resources to keep the organisation running.  We need your help in order to do lobbying and proactive membership recruitment to make us an effective voice together with FABC’s around Australia.





We have three (3) committee members resigning this year and this will leave only 5 members on the committee.  This will only be enough to fill the required executive positions and will leave us without a quorum.  Thus it is essential that we have at least four (4) new nominations from members to come onto the  committee. 





 If we do not receive new nominations from members we will have to consider disbanding the FABCWA and all members and funds will be transferred to one of the other state FABC’s.  This would be unfortunate as many local WA issues would not be highlighted at a national level.





We need members to step forward and nominate to become committee members.  Below is a nomination form to be filled out and returned. 








 








Presidents Report October 2011:





Looking back….It has been another couple of busy months for your committee. Here is something of what we been up to on your and the ABC’s behalf. 


Dowerin Field Days: Thanks to FABC member Ranjan Ray who provided a presence for us at the Dowerin Field Days. According to our co-stall holders our material generated much interest, a sure sign that the ABC really matters outside the capital cities. 


Online: There have been various online media campaigns calling for an inquiry into media ownership in Australia. Where appropriate and timelines permitting, committee members have participated in these and circulated details to members who have supplied us with their email address. These campaigns are in addition to and separate from the following. 


Inquiry by the Senate Environment and Communications References Committee into Recent ABC Programming Decisions: FABC (WA) is a signatory to this submission, put in by FABC Vic. Other state FABCs in NSW, Tasmania and Queensland supported the submission. See elsewhere in newsletter for a synopsis. 


Demise of position of TV News Weatherman in WA.  As you are probably aware WA has lost its specialist weatherman presenter. Up until last month this position had been filled by Russell Woolf.  The ABC newsroom in Sydney is retaining their weather reader, as is Victoria. The other states and territories have not had a dedicated weather person for some years. The West Australian Newspaper approached the FABC for comment. I contacted Kim Jordan, Director of TV in WA who couched the loss strictly as a belt-tightening exercise. He also stated that productivity was up in the WA office! I structured my response to “The West Australian” in terms of further losses for state based TV production and personnel and greater centralisation of resources in NSW and Victoria. It remains to be seen as to whether the service provided by the newsreader is as useful as that which had been provided by a dedicated weather person. I do wonder at the staffing levels in the newsroom, when the Qantas stoppages on the eve of the AFL Grand Final were reported on for the ABC from far flung Guildford Airport by….a Channel 7 reporter!!!





Pending…


Radio National: The Radio National Program and presenter line up is in for a major shake-up. The new final schedule will be announced in early October. According to Kate Dundas, Director of Radio, “A lot of work and a lot of discussions with staff will occur before we start implementing the revised schedule with an on-air date of 23 January 2012.” As one of the last bastions of the quality programming traditionally expected from the ABC, the FABC hope that there will be no overall loss of production and staff. Although the FABCs were advised of the changes and the processes involved we were not invited to contribute.    �


Looking forward… The year ahead for the FABC:  If we can get a full committee for 2012 I will commit to renominating for President. When I took on the Presidency late last year I could not have envisaged the many  disagreeable events that 2011 would throw up. Nonetheless I feel we have made some progress in activating the membership and the committee is running smoothly. With 2012 being a triennial funding submission year we have to hit the ground running. I will be interested to receive nominations, preferably prior to the AGM, from members who are prepared to dust off their running spikes. 





Meg Durston 


President














